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INTRODUCTION

Pancreatic cancer is the one of the most aggressive
tumor in humans. It represents the forth-common cause
of cancer-related deaths and the second most common
cause of death due to gastrointestinal malignancies.
There is an increasing incidence of the disease affecting
8-12 per 100000 population per year. There is no con-
vincing data if this is real or a result of better diagnosis
that reflects advances in imaging during the last decade.

Despite all efforts prognosis remains dismal and the
actual 5-year survival is almost zero. The overall survival
reported from different centers is around 10% to 14%.
Oncological studies have shown that radiotherapy is in-
effective and chemotherapy has no role as a definitive
treatment of this cancer. Surgery remains the only chance
for cure in pancreas cancer. The failure of surgery to
improve substantially survival is due to the fact that only
10% of the patients presented with the disease are can-
didates for resection. Despite that improvements in sur-
gical technique have led to a dramatically decrease of

mortality (<3-5%) and morbidity (<20-40%). Because
of this there is an increasing trend for centralization of
pancreatic cancer surgery in centers of expertise world-
wide. In a recent multicenter European study (ESPAC-
1) a promising role of adjuvant chemotherapy after cur-
ative resection has reported. So, after all that pessimistic
realities, what is the future. The increasing collaboration
between basic scientists and clinicians have revealed that
pancreatic cancer harbor a variety of genetic alterations,
such as alterations of the tumor suppressor genes p16,
p53 and DPC4 as well as the K-ras oncogene and the
metastatic gene KAI1. All this information can help us
to redefine our therapeutic strategies and to improve
survival, in the years to come.  In this special section of
the journal, basic scientists and clinicians review the cur-
rent knowledge in different aspects of the disease and
give ideas for the future perspective. I believe that this
will by valuable to the readers.
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